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(atand  Isod^e  of  Pennsylvania. 


©uarterlp  Communication. 


Held  at  Philadelphia,  June  8,  A  D.  1896,  A.L  5896. 


The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Brother 
Matthias  H.  Henderson  addressed  Grand  Lodge  as 
follows : 

The  emblems  of  mourning  which  cover  our  furniture 
are  not  needed  to  remind  us  that  a  shadow  rests  upon 
us,  for  the  familiar  face  and  figure  of  one  who  was  al¬ 
ways  at  his  post  is  missing  for  the  first  time  in  many 
years.  It  is  not  often  that  one  of  our  Grand  Masters  is 
called  upon  during  his  official  life  to  announce  the  death 
of  two  of  his  predecessors.  Just  one  year  ago  I  told 
you  of  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Vaux,  and  to¬ 
day  it  is  my  mournful  duty  to  formally  apprise  you  of 
that  which  you  already  know,  that  Past  Grand  Master 
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Michael  Nisbet  died  on  the  seventh  of  May.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  about  forty-two 
years,  and  was  always  active  in  its  concerns,  serving 
acceptably  on  the  Committees  on  Finance,  Appeals  and 
Landmarks.  In  1873  he  was  elected  Right  Worshipful 
Junior  Grand  Warden,  and  was  elected  to  an  office 
every  year  during  the  continuance  of  his  life.  In  1880 
he  was  elected  Grand  Secretary,  in  the  incumbency  of 
which  office  he  died.  He  was  always  in  his  station, 
prepared  to  discharge  his  duties,  and  during  my  own 
connection  with  the  Grand  Lodge  I  do  not  remember 
ever  attending  a  meeting  when  he  was  not  present. 

His  knowledge  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon  and  of  the 
decisions  of  our  Grand  Masters  was  wonderful,  and  was 
of  great  value  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Need  I  say  to 
those  who  knew  him,  and  their  name  is  legion,  that  he 
was  courteous,  genial  and  companionable ;  a  gentleman 
and  a  Mason.  Upon  being  apprised  of  his  death  I 
hastened  to  Philadelphia,  and  on  Monday,  May  11, 
attended  his  funeral,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Officers 
and  many  of  his  brethren  and  friends.  He  was  buried 
in  Woodlands  Cemeterv,  and  I  read  our  burial  service 
over  his  remains. 

I  have  requested  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand 
Master  William  J.  Kelly  to  prepare  a  memorial  of 
him ;  and  that  he  may  have  time  to  prepare  such  as 
Brother  Nisbet  deserves  and  Brother  Kelly  wishes  to 
offer,  it  will  nqt  be  presented  until  our  September  Com¬ 
munication. 
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The  following  communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Maryland  was  read  : 

Grand  Lodge  A.  F.  and  A.  Masons  of  Maryland, 
Baltimore,  May  12,  1896. 

At  the  Semi-annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A.  Masons  of  Maryland, 
held  on  the  12th  instant,  the  following  was  adopted  : 

“The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  Maryland  proffers  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania  sincere 
condolence  upon  the  death  of  Light  Worshipful 
Michael  Nisbet,  Grand  Secretary  and  Past  Grand 
Master  of  Pennsylvania. 

“Our  Brother  enjoyed  a  national  reputation  among  the 
Fraternity,  and  was  as  highly  esteemed  and  beloved  as 
he  was  known.  His  death  is  sincerely  deplored 
throughout  the  various  Jurisdictions  of  American 
Masonry. 

“ Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  sent 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.” 

JACOB  H.  MEDAIBY, 

Grand  Secretary . 

[seal] 

Resolutions  of  condolence  were  received  from  Lodges 

O 

Nos.  231,  343  and  583. 


(afand  lsod|e  of  Pennsylvania. 


<&uarterl\>  Communication. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  September  2,  A.D.  1896,  A.L.  6896. 


The  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master 
Brother  William  J.  Kelly  addressed  Grand  Lodge 
as  follows  : 

Upon  the  evening  of  May  7,  1896,  the  announcement 
was  made  that  Michael  Nisbet  was  dead,  and  while 
at  this  time  the  reading  of  that  fact  mav  seem  tame  and 
commonplace,  yet  at  the  time  named  it  came  upon  us 
with  a  roar,  hardly  equaled  in  its  effect  by  the  most 
noisy  period  of  old  ocean’s  angry  working,  when  nature 
seems  to  select  it  to  represent  its  ability  to  awe  us  by  the 
sublimity  of  its  terrible  power.  His  death,  though 
feared,  was  unexpected.  It  took  the  form  of  a  painful 
surprise,  a  misfortune  from  which  escape  was  impossible, 
and  seemed  to  sunder  our  hearts’  most  gentle,  most 
lovable  ties.  While  we  clung  with  a  tender  memory  to 
its  idolized  object,  it  magnified  the  desolation  which  sur¬ 
rounded  us,  and  intensified  the  loneliness  which  de- 
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pressed  us,  by  the  realization  of  the  fact  that  Michael 
Xisbet  was  dead.  The  sadness  of  the  thought  became 
extremely  great  when  we  reflected  that  we  could  no 
more  share  in  the  genial  manner,  the  kind  salutation, 
the  hearty  and  brotherly  reception  so  naturally  tendered 
by  him,  and  also  the  fact  that  in  the  future  we  would 
not  have  the  benefit  of  his  wealth  of  experience  and 
wisdom  to  guide  us  in  the  proper  and  beaten  path, 
which,  as  men  and  Masons,  it  is  our  duty  to  follow. 

Past  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary  Brother 
Michael  Xisbet  was  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
September  9,  1829.  He  was  the  twelfth  child  born  in 
the  family.  His  father,  Michael  Xisbet,  a  Past 
Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  was  of  Scotch  origin,  was  born  in  London,  1788, 
came  to  America  in  1791.  In  the  course  of  time  he 
engaged  in  business  as  a  Wholesale  Dry  Goods  Com¬ 
mission  Merchant.  He  died  in  May,  1842. 

The  records  of  his  family  are  traceable  in  the 
churches  of  Scotland  back  to  1092.  It  was  a  source  of 
pride  never  offensively  made  manifest  by  our  Brother, 
that  in  the  centuries  that  had  passed  no  stain  rested 
upon  the  family  name,  no  misfortune  of  a  dishonorable 
nature  was  ever  charged  against  them.  The  father, 
like  his  son,  died  suddenly  after  forty-eight  hours’  illness. 
His  mother  was  Clarissa  Cohen,  born  June  27,  1792. 
Married  1809,  died  1866.  In  her  family  there  were 
twelve  children.  She  was  the  sixth  born.  A  singular 
and  painful  event  in  her  life  was  the  death  of  four  of 
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lier  sisters  and  brothers  between  June  30  and  July  5  of 
the  same  year. 

In  Brother  Nisbet’s  family  there  were  sixteen  chil¬ 
dren,  eight  of  whom  were  boys  and  eight  girls,  three  of 
whom  are  still  living,  sisters  of  the  deceased.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Brother  Nisbet’s  father  was  a  zealous, 
active,  intelligent,  honorable  and  distinguished  Mason. 
Our  records  bristle  with  the  history  of  his  activity  and 
disinterestedness. 

He  affiliated  with  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  91,  June  26, 
1809 ;  resigned  December  24,  1810.  Affiliated  with 
Bising  Star  Lodge,  No.  126,  March  5,  1811 ;  was 
elected  Worshipful  Master  1822;  was  elected  Bight 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  1831-32 ;  was  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  1824-25 ;  was  the  first 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  upon  the  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Chapter ;  was  Grand  Secretary  No¬ 
vember,  1840,  and  held  office  until  his  death  in  1842. 
He  was  buried  in  the  historic  old  Christ  Church  burial 
ground  in  this  city,  and  left  a  bright  heritage  to  the  son 
who  so  closely  followed  his  footsteps. 

His  son,  our  Brother  Michael  Nisbet,  was  made  a 
Mason  in  Bising  Star  Lodge,  No.  126,  October  11, 
1851 ;  Crafted  November  8,  1851,  and  Baised  January 
10, 1852.  Served  as  Junior  Warden  in  1854,  as  Senior 
Warden  in  1855,  as  Worshipful  Master  in  1856,  and  as 
Secretary  from  1861  to  1877  inclusive. 

From  1858  to  1877  inclusive  he  served  on  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ;  in  1880  on 
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the  Committee  on  Appeals,  and  from  1881  to  1889  in¬ 
clusive  on  the  Committee  on  Landmarks. 

In  1874-5  he  served  as  Right  Worshipful  Junior 
Grand  Warden,  and  in  1876-77  as  Right  Worshipful 
Senior  Grand  Warden.  December  5,  1877,  he  was 
elected  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the 
year  1878,  during  about  eleven  months  of  which  he  acted 
as  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master.  During  1879  and 
1880  he  occupied  the  Oriental  Chair  as  Right  Worship¬ 
ful  Grand  Master,  and  December  1, 1880,  he  was  elected 
Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary,  to  which  position 
he  was  annually  reelected  and  served  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death. 

He  received  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  degree  in 
Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214,  September  14,  1852  ; 
resigned  November  10,  1857  ;  affiliated  with  Excelsior 
Mark  Lodge,  No.  216,  December  15,  1857,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  was  one  of  its  Trustees. 

He  received  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s  de¬ 
gree  April  3,  and  the  Royal  Arch  degree  April  17, 
1856,  in  Oriental  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  183  ;  served 
as  its  Scribe  in  1857,  as  its  King  in  1858,  and  as  its  Most 
Excellent  High  Priest  in  1859.  He  served  as  Secretary 
of  the  Chapter  in  1860  and  1861,  and  as  Treasurer  from 
December  27,  1875,  to  his  decease. 

During  1866-67  he  served  as  Grand  Scribe  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  as  Grand  King  in  1868-69,  and  as 
Grand  High  Priest  in  1870-71. 

He  received  the  Cryptic  degrees  in  Philadelphia 
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Council,  No.  11,  September  11,  1872,  and  served  as  its 
Treasurer  from  1875  to  1880  inclusive. 

He  was  knighted  in  Kadosh  Commandery,  No.  29, 
February  23,  1869  ;  served  as  Captain-General  1871- 
72,  as  Generalissimo  1872-73  and  as  Eminent  Com¬ 
mander  1873-74. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Masonic  Veterans  of 
Pennsylvania,  held  June  3,  1881,  Brother  Nisbet  was 
admitted  to  membership. 

From  the  time  of  his  election  as  Junior  Warden  of 
his  Lodge,  1854,  he  was  marked  among  his  Brethren  for 
rapid  advancement,  and  as  he  was  selected  to  fill  the 
chairs  in  his  Lodge  for  his  fitness,  and  manifested  abil¬ 
ity  of  a  superior  order  therein,  his  Brethren,  in  their  un¬ 
erring  judgment,  selected  him  for  the  higher  and  more 
important  positions  in  Grand  Lodge,  until,  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1879,  his  ambition  was  crowned  with  his  elevation 
to  the  Oriental  Chair  in  this  body.  Never  did  a  Grand 
Master  approach  his  responsibility  with  greater  awe  than 
did  Brother  Nisbet.  He  realized  that  to  perform  his 
duties  creditably  and  fully,  he  had  much  to  learn ;  that 
he  whose  duty  it  was  to  enforce  discipline,  should  severely 
practice  it;  that  decisions  of  Masonic  law  which  he 
would  be  called  upon  to  render  could  have  no  value 
unless  he  who  gave  them  should  be  qualified  by  a 
knowledge  of  what  had  been  done  by  his  predecessors. 
In  order  to  obtain  such  knowledge  he  took  upon  himself 
the  task  of  reading  the  minutes  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
from  its  organization  down  to  his  day,  and  noting  every 
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decision  that  had  been  rendered,  making  a  brief  of  every 

one  sufficiently  full  as  to  enable  him  in  an  instant  to 

«/ 

determine  to  what  the  decision  aimed,  and  then  note 
the  book  and  page  so  that  he  might  promptly,  almost 
instantly,  decide  according  to  precedent,  and  I  have  the 
authority  of  the  late  Past  Grand  Master  Clifford  P. 
MacCalla  that  the  digest  he  compiled  was  complete  and 
accurate,  reliable  and  trustworthy.  Think  of  the  time 
required  to  accomplish  such  a  work  ;  think  of  the  days 
and  nights  necessary  to  read  over  the  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  pages  of  writing,  not  printing  ;  think  of 
the  dryness  of  his  subject,  the  repetition  made  necessary 
in  minutes  of  the  different  meetings  of  Grand  Lodge ; 
think  of  the  patience  required,  the  high  sense  of  duty, 
the  good  conscience  necessary  to  guide  him  and  keep 
him  at  a  labor  of  such  magnitude,  and  all  that  be 
might  be  fully  qualified  to  return  for  the  suffrages  of 
his  Brethren  the  performance  of  duty  on  his  part,  with 
credit  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  while  in  his  charge ;  that 
its  character  for  consistency  and  ability  should  not 
suffer.  The  example  he  set  as  our  Grand  Master  was 
notable.  The  lesson  to  us  should  be  inspiring,  because 
the  body  he  had  in  charge,  composed  of  50,000  of  the 
most  intelligent,  judicious  and  creditable  of  our  citizens, 
deserved  to  be  represented  by  the  highest  talent  and 
utmost  conservatism,  and  like  a  true  Mason  he  aspired 
to  completely  fill  the  bill. 

Immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  his  second  term 
as  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Right  Worshipful 
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Brother  John  Thomson,  who  had  filled  the  office  of 
Grand  Secretary  with  conspicuous  ability  for  many 
years,  finding  old  age  creeping  upon  him,  and  feeling 
the  duties  and  labors  of  Grand  Secretary  becoming 
onerous,  decided  to  retire,  and  at  the  meeting  of  Grand 
Lodge  held  December  1,  1880,  declined  a  reelection. 
The  Brethren  of  Grand  Lodge,  remembering  Brother 
Nisbet’s  masterly  administration  as  Grand  Master, 
readily  elected  him  to  the  position  thus  made  vacant. 
He  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  at  once,  and  contin¬ 
ued  by  reelection  until  his  death.  Of  the  importance 
of  that  office  it  seems  hardly  necessary  to  speak  to  this 
assemblage,  but  of  its  administration  I  may  be  allowed 
to  give  my  own  views  in  justice  to  my  dead  friend,  and 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  few  who  may  have  thought  he 
was  unduly  severe  in  his  reports  upon  their  work. 
Brother  Nisbet  was  a  positive  man,  his  temperament, 
his  education,  his  business  training,  the  labor  by  which 
he  earned  his  living,  all  prompted  him  and  required  of 
him  accuracy.  He  would  willingly  spend  hours,  days, 
aye  even  months  digging  and  delving  upon  a  subject 
that  he  was  responsible  for,  before  he  would  permit  it  to 
leave  his  hands  faulty  or  inaccurate.  He  had  a 
positive  aversion  to  record  or  file  any  document  that 
could  be  doubted  in  any  way.  He  would  write  letter 
after  letter,  labor  in  season  and  out  of  season  to  reach 
accuracy  on  the  part  of  the  Lodges  under  his  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  correspondence — he  could  not  help  it,  it  was  his 
nature ;  nothing  that  was  not  absolutely  correct  would 
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j^ass  liim,  and  now,  after  sixteen  years  of  his  adminis¬ 
tering  of  that  important  office,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  he  succeeded  in  impressing  his  personality 
upon  our  nearly  five  hundred  Secretaries  so  fully  as  to 
make  them  almost  unanimously  feel  that  he  was  right 
in  insisting  upon  their  coming  up  to  his  standard  of 
perfection. 

And  how  much  we,  as  a  Grand  Lodge,  owe  him  for 
his  patience,  his  courage  and,  above  all,  his  care  that 
our  records  should  be  from  beginning  to  end  reliable, 
clean  and  always  to  the  point,  is  beyond  our  compre¬ 
hension.  Think  of  it ;  while  keeping  the  accounts  of  a 
body  like  this,  receiving  money  at  all  times,  crediting 
the  payers,  paying  it  to  Grand  Treasurer,  charging  him 
with  it,  keeping  the  minutes  of  Grand  Lodge,  consulting 
with  and  advising  Grand  Masters,  conducting  a  corre¬ 
spondence  with  nearly  500  Lodges,  which  embraced  not 
only  Secretaries,  but  Worshipful  Masters  and  members, 
being  called  upon  personally  by  a  very  large  part  of 
our  Brethren,  conducting  correspondence  with  Grand 
Masters,  Grand  Secretaries  and  other  Brethren  all  over 
the  world,  and  other  things  too  numerous  at  this  time 
to  mention,  doing  it  all  in  such  manner  as  to  reflect 
credit  upon  our  Grand  Lodge,  and  this  Jurisdiction  that 
makes  it  loved  at  home  and  respected  abroad,  am  I  ex¬ 
travagant  in  saying  he  was  indeed  a  Grand  Secretary 
and  an  invaluable  Brother.  Brother  Nisbet,  as  a  man 
known  to  me  for  thirty-three  years,  was  as  familiar 
as  one  of  my  own  family.  During  the  above  period, 
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although  we  crossed  opinions  many  times  and  upon 
many  occasions,  he  never  spoke  a  hard  or  bitter  word 
to  me  in  all  his  life.  He  was  the  soul  of  geniality,  he  was 
not  a  religious  or  effusive  man,  but  he  was  humane, 
Avhose  kindness  was  as  natural  to  him  as  the  breath  he 
drew ;  he  was  not  demonstrative  in  his  good  work,  but 
always  ready  to  assist  the  suffering ;  lie  was  tireless  in 
his  patience ;  his  mind  seemed  balanced  up  to  the  high 
standard,  to  do  good  because  he  loved  to  do  good.  His 
motto,  acted  rather  than  spoken,  “  Do  unto  others  as 
ye  would  they  should  do  unto  you.”  His  sympathy  ran 
in  the  direction  of  aiding  the  weary,  educating  the 
ignorant,  helping  the  needy,  and  in  trying  to  make 
every  one  of  God’s  creatures  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact  feel  better  and  be  better,  with  their  experi¬ 
ence  in  having  touched  his  garment. 

As  a  citizen  he  was  conscientious,  alert  and  self- 
denying.  His  country  he  loved  with  all  the  tenderness 
that  a  mother  feels  for  her  firstborn.  His  native  city 
was  his  idol,  always  commanding  his  best  service,  best 
talent  and  best  wishes.  He  was  quiet  in  his  political 
belief,  yet  earnest  in  his  devotion  to  his  party,  always 
willing  to  concede  the  right  of  others  to  their  political 
opinions,  but  inflexible  in  his  devotion  to  his  own. 

-L  ' 

By  his  death  we  have  lost  a  good  Brother,  the  State 
and  City  a  good  citizen,  his  family  a  good  and  loving 
kinsman,  and  the  multitude  a  good  friend. 

His  memory,  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  we 
will  embalm  in  the  deepest  recesses  of  our  hearts ;  we 
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will  recall  Iris  many  virtues  and  take  pride  in  his 
friendship;  we  shall  treasure  his  memory  in  our  best 
affections.  His  personal  regard  so  long  and  warmly 
continued  to  me  I  esteem  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of 
my  life.  His  death,  sudden  but  painless,  occurred  with 
but  a  very  brief  illness.  He  enjoyed  through  life 
remarkable  health.  He  took  exercise,  was  fond  of  the 
ojDen  air,  loved  sjiorts  of  an  athletic  nature,  and  in  all 
things  was  governed  by  prudence. 

His  funeral  at  Woodlands  Cemeterv  on  May  11  was 


numerously  attended  by  his  Brethren  in  Masonry,  and 
was  an  event  calculated  to  favorably  impress  any  per¬ 
son  viewing  it.  As  the  bier,  tenderly  carried  by  his 
Brethren,  approached  the  grave,  the  scene  was  solemn, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  impressive  Masonic  ritual 
over  the  open  grave,  hope  sprang  into  our  hearts  that 
our  Brother  was  indeed  at  rest,  and  remembering  our 
belief  in  the  greatness  and  goodness  of  God,  our  appeal, 
heartfelt  and  sincere,  made  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  was 
a  grand  tribute  of  strong,  busy  men  to  our  fidelity  to  the 
cornerstone  of  our  Fraternity,  our  belief  in  the  greatness, 
the  goodness  and  the  mercy  of  our  Father,  God. 

I  beg  to  offer  the  following  minute : 

That  in  the  death  of  Bight  Worshipful  Past  Grand 
Master  and  Grand  Secretary  Brother  Michael  Xisbet 
this  Grand  Lodge  has  been  stirred  with  profound 
emotion.  We  appreciated  him  as  one  of  the  most 
eminent  and  distinguished  Masons  this  Jurisdiction  has 
ever  had,  and  as  well  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty  as  in 
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obedience  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  private  feelings,  we 
think  it  proper  to  mark  this  occasion  by  some  attempt 
to  record  our  estimate  of  his  preeminent  abilities  and 
high  character. 

That  we  condole  with  his  family  in  their  loss  of  so 
good  a  protector,  and  assure  them  we  feel  with  them  a 
void  in  our  midst  since  he  has  passed  away. 


Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden  Brother 
Henry  W.  Williams  said  : 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  : — After  what 
has  been  so  admirably  said  about  the  life  and  char¬ 
acter  of  our  deceased  Brother  Xisblt,  and  his  services 
to  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  Masonry,  I  do  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  attempt  more  at  this  time  than  give  ex¬ 
pression  to  my  sense  of  personal  loss  and  pay  a  slight 
tribute  to  his  fidelity  to  duty  which  was  to  me  his  dis¬ 
tinguishing  characteristic.  He  was  frank,  cordial  and 
courteous  in  his  manner  ;  a  generous  and  devoted  friend  ; 
and  able  and  willing  to  exercise  in  his  judgment  of 
others  a  broad  and  brotherly  charity.  I  found  in  him 
an  experienced  and  intelligent  adviser  on  whom  I  was 
glad  to  lean,  and  whose  disinterested  kindness  I  have 
never  had  reason  to  distrust.  He  was  an  enthusiastic 
follower  of  the  teachings  of  Freemasonry  and  exemjDli- 
fied  them  in  his  own  life.  Whatever  place  or  station 
he  was  called-  to  fill,  he  entered  upon  the  performance  of 
its  appropriate  work  with  singleness  of  purpose.  He 
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sought  to  find  and  follow  the  straight  line  of  official 
duty  regardless  of  its  present  effect  upon  himself.  This 
was  strongly  illustrated  in  his  career  as  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary.  The  office  is  an  important  one  in  many  ways, 
and  the  manner  in  which  its  duties  are  discharged  bears 
upon  the  harmony  of  this  body,  and  upon  the  harmony 
and  prosperity  of  the  Craft  throughout  the  Jurisdiction. 
Our  deceased  Brother  felt  the  responsibilities  that  rested 
on  him  keenly,  and  realized  that  duty  and  pleasure  are 
not  always  synonymous  terms.  Duty  first  was  his  rule 
of  life.  He  did  his  duty,  as  he  understood  it,  fearlessly 
and  without  regard  to  the  immediate  effect  upon  himself 
as  an  individual.  Sometimes  he  was  misunderstood, 
and,  of  course,  misjudged,  but  he  sought  the  approval 
of  his  own  conscience,  above  all  else,  fully  persuaded 
that  what  is  rightly  done  will,  sooner  or  later,  come  to 
be  rightly  judged  by  all  persons  who  may  be  affected 
by,  or  interested  in,  the  action  or  that  to  which  it  re¬ 
lates.  This  is  high  praise,  but  it  is  richly  deserved. 
Our  Brother  was  a  model  officer.  He  identified  himself 
with  the  office.  Nothing  that  it  was  his  official  duty  to 
do  was  trivial  to  him  or  irksome ;  but  he  dignified  all 
that  he  did  by  his  earnest  and  painstaking  fidelity  in  his 
work.  Down  even  to  the  smallest  detail  he  was  careful, 
punctilious,  exact  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 
Age  was  beginning  to  dim  his  vision  and  impair  his 
vigor,  but  his  zeal  and  his  fidelity  were  undiminished, 
and  his  heart  was  young  and  warm.  We  shall  miss  him 
in  many  ways,  but  his  example  remains  to  us,  and  will, 
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I  am  sure,  serve  to  stimulate  us  to  reach  a  higher  stand¬ 
ard  of  excellence  as  men,  as  Masons  and  as  officers  of 
this  Grand  Lodge.  There  is  a  pretty  German  tale  that 
illustrates  the  value  of  earnestness  and  fidelity.  A  poor 
widow  who  lived  in  poverty  and  obscurity,  hut  who  saw 
and  sympathized  with  the  suffering  around  her,  and  did 
the  little  in  her  power  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  the 
dying,  breathed  Jier  last  alone  in  her  squalid  cabin. 
She  came  to  the  Golden  Gate  at  the  same  time  with  a 
rich  nobleman,  whose  charities  had  been  large  but 
ostentatious,  and  administered  in  his  own  personal  inter¬ 
est.  She  knocked  timidly  and  was  admitted  with  an 
evident  welcome.  He  then  knocked,  knocked  loudly 
and  long,  but  the  portals  did  not  open  to  him.  At 
length  the  voice  of  St.  Peter  was  heard  from  within, 
saying :  “  Son,  this  widow  in  her  want  sought  the  good 
of  others.  Thou  in  thine  abundance  sought  only  thine 
own  good.  There  is  no  place  for  thee  here,  for  Heaven 
belongs  to  the  faithful.”  There  is  but  one  test  that  the 
Great  Architect  will  apply  to  us  all.  It  is  not  how 
much,  hut  how  well,  with  what  singleness  of  purpose, 
with  what  steadfast  fidelity,  has  the  workman  wrought, 
whether  unseen  in  the  quarries  or  perched  high  on  the 
beautiful  walls  of  the  growing  temple.  Our  Brother 
was  not  rich  as  the  world  counts  riches.  He  was  not 
great  as  society  estimates  greatness.  But  better  than 
wealth  or  fame,  he  had  a  conscience  void  of  offense,  and 
a  heart  devoted  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  as 
a  man  and  a  Mason. 
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As  we  sit  in  this  place  that  lie  so  loved,  we  may  hear 
in  imagination  the  final  commendation  we  all  believe  lie 
lias  already  heard,  “Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful 
servant!”  and  see  the  Golden  Gate  open  to  admit  him 
to  the  beautiful  home  of  the  faithful,  from  which  lie 
shall  go  no  more  out  forever. 


Brother  James  M.  Lamberton  said  : 

Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Master  : — On  occa¬ 
sions  such  as  the  present  it  seems  to  me  that,  generally 
speaking,  it  is  more  fitting  that  the  younger  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  should  remain  silent  and  listen  to 
their  older  Brethren,  who,  from  their  longer  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  fuller  experience,  can  speak  more  justly  of 
of  those  who  have  been  summoned  from  labor  here  to 
refreshment  in  the  Grand  Lodge  on  high ;  but  I  hope 
it  may  be  pardoned  to  me,  if  I  speak  a  few  words,  so 
that  I  may  be  permitted  to  pay  a  tribute,  however 
feeble,  to  the  memory  of  our  departed  Brother,  Past 
Grand  Master  Nisbet. 

As  has  been  well  said,  death  loves  a  shining  mark, 
and  this  old  Grand  Lodge,  which  has  been  so  faithfully 
and  efficiently  served  by  a  long  line  of  distinguished 
Grand  Masters,  from  the  days  of  Allen  and  Franklin 
down  to  the  days  of  Arnold  and  Henderson,  has  been 
called  upon  in  these  last  three  years  three  times  to  drape 
its  altar  on  account  of  the  death  of  a  Past  Grand 
Master. 
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May  the  Great  Grand  Master  vouchsafe  to  spare  those 
who  are  left  for  many  years  to  come. 

And  so  to-night  we  mourn,  though  not  without  hope, 
one  who,  as  the  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter  has  just  told  us,  served  this  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
South,  and  in  the  West,  and  at  the  left  of  the  Grand 
Master,  and  in  the  Oriental  Chair  itself ;  and  then,  hav¬ 
ing  filled  with  distinction  the  highest  station  in  the  gift 
of  his  Brethren,  consented  to  serve  them  still  further  in 
that  important  station,  made  vacant  by  the  retirement, 
after  years  of  faithful  service,  of  that  veteran  Grand 
Secretary,  whom  many  of  us  remember  affectionately  as 
Uncle  John  Thomson,  himself  a  Past  Grand  Master. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  serve  on  the  Committee  to 
Revise  the  Ahiman  Rezon ,  of  which  Past  Grand  Master 
Nisbet,  after  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Vaux, 
was  the  senior  member,  and  it  was  my  further  privilege 
to  act  with  him  as  a  sub-committee  to  prepare  for  the 
printer  the  results  of  our  labors  ;  and  therefore  I  can 
bear  testimony,  and  right  gladly  I  do  it,  not  merely  to 
the  great  care  and  accuracy  of  his  work,  but  also  to  the 
fidelity  and  devotion  which  he  manifested  in  an  emi- 
nent  degree,  as  a  conservator  of  the  Ancient  Usages, 
Customs,  and  Landmarks  of  the  Craft,  and  to  his  loyalty 
to  the  traditions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  have  thought  that,  when,  as  happened  from  time  to 
time,  a  few  scattering  votes  were  cast  for  some  Brother 
other  than  Brother  Nisbet  for  Grand  Secretary,  a 
greater  compliment  had  been  paid  him  than  when  he 
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received  his  usual  unanimous  vote;  for  it  seemed  to 
show  that  poor,  weak  human  nature,  in  the  persons  of 
some  inexperienced  or  inefficient  Brethren,  was  finding 
vent  for  rightly  injured  feelings  in  casting  votes  against 
one  who,  in  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty,  had 
corrected  omissions  and  shortcomings. 

My  Brethren,  let  us  render  to  the  Great  Architect  of 
the  Universe  most  high  praise  and  hearty  thanks  for  all 
those  our  Brethren,  who,  having  served  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  having  finished  their  course,  do  now  rest 
from  their  labors  ;  and  especially  for  that  genial  gentle¬ 
man,  charming  companion,  trusty  Brother,  able  Grand 
Officer,  and  loyal  Freemason,  Brother  Michael  Xis- 
bet. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 


